


1







Dear Friends: 
 

AS MAYOR, and on behalf of the City of Chicago, 
I am honored to extend a warm welcome to lead-
ership, members, and all distinguished guests 
gathered to celebrate the Council of Bono and 
Ahafo Associations of North America (COBAANA) 
for the 2026 Annual Convention, taking place Sep-
tember 4-6, 2026. 

Chicago is proud to welcome members of the 
Bono, Bono East, and Ahafo communities from 
across the United States and Canada for this im-
portant occasion. This year's theme, “The Health 
of Our People Is Our Concern.’ Let's Arise and 
Build,” provides a meaningful opportunity to reflect 
on the spirit of service, unity, and collective re-
sponsibility that strengthens communities both 
here in the city of Chicago and around the world. 

I commend COBAANA for its commitment to 
improving the lives of others, particularly through 
its efforts to advance the construction of the CO-
BAANA Dialysis and Medical Center in Sunyani, 
Bono Region, Ghana. Your dedication to expand-
ing access to critical healthcare services demon-
strates the tremendous impact that diaspora 
communities can have when they come together 
around a shared purpose. 

Chicago is strengthened by its vibrant African 
immigrant communities, whose culture, entrepre-
neurship, leadership, and traditions contribute 
greatly to the fabric of our city. We are honored 
that COBAANA has chosen Chicago as the host 
city for this year's convention. 

Please accept my sincere congratulations and 
best wishes for a successful, productive, and 
memorable 2026 COBAANA Convention. May this 

gathering strengthen relationships, inspire con-
tinued service, and move your important health-
care initiative closer to completion. 

Best wishes for continued success! 
Sincerely, 

Message from the Mayor of Chicago
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Welcome Address by  
President of the host Chapter Chicago, 

Mr. Kodom-Ayensu 

Nananom, Mr. Chairman, invited guests, 
COBAANA family and friends. 

 

On behalf of the Chicago Chapter, I 
humbly welcome you to Chicago - 
the Windy City - for the 2026 CO-
BAANA Annual Convention. It is 
an honor to host you, and we are 

grateful for your presence tonight. 
First and foremost, I want to express our 

deepest appreciation to the Chicago Planning 
Committee, led by Mr. Akwasi Sarpong; the CO-
BAANA Planning Committee (CPC); the CO-
BAANA Executives; and every individual who 
contributed time, energy, and expertise to make 
this convention possible. Organizing an event 
of this magnitude requires commitment, col-
laboration, and sacrifice, and your efforts have 
brought us together in unity and purpose. 

Tonight, we continue a journey we began 
three years ago, a journey rooted in compassion 
and responsibility. Our mission is to raise the 
remaining funds needed to complete the dialy-
sis center in Sunnyani, a facility that will serve 
our three regions and ultimately support 
countless families across Ghana. This is not 
just a project; it is a lifeline. It is a promise we 
made to ourselves, and a legacy we intend to 
fulfill. 

Your presence here tonight is a powerful 
statement. It shows that you believe in this 
cause, that you stand with us, and that you are 
ready to help turn this vision into reality. For 
that, we say thank you. Thank you for your gen-
erosity, your commitment, and your faith in 
what COBAANA can achieve when we work to-
gether. 

As we begin tonight's program, let us re-
member that every contribution, every effort, 
and every act of support brings us one step 
closer to saving lives. Together, we are building 
hope and together, we will finish what we 
started. 

Thank you, and may tonight be a celebra-
tion of unity, purpose, and progress.
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CHIEFS AND QUEENS OF THE CHICAGO CHAPTER

Nana Abena Pokua  
- Queen Mother

Nana Akosua Tema  
- Akwamu Hemaa

Nana Adwoa Adjeiwaa  
- Akyempem Hemaa

Nana Afua Adobea  
- Kronti Hemaa

Nana Akosua Asantewaa  
- Obaa Panyin Nana Akosua Twenewaa  

- Obaa Panyin
Nana Hemaa Abena  

Kisiwaa - Gyase Hemaa

Nana Adjei Sikapa  
- Kronti Hene

Nana Kofi Asiedu - Abusua 
Panyin Abadiakyire

Nana Kusi Bodom  
- Akwamu Hene

Nana Kwadwo Karikari 
Akyempo - Gyase Hene

Nana Kwasi Atoade  
- Okyeame

Nana Nkansa  
- Abusua Panyin

Nana Yaw Adu Gyamfi  
- Chief

Nana Yeboah Asuama  
- Adonten Hene
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COBAANA COMMUNITY APPEAL

From the King of COBAANA

Dear Beloved Members, 

Thank you — truly — for the love, 
unity, and unwavering ded-
ication you continue to pour into 
COBAANA. You are the soul of 
this community. Your strength, 
your compassion, and your com-

mitment are what keep us standing tall, no 
matter the challenges we face. 

But today, we face a challenge that strikes 
at the heart of who we are. 

Across our community — both here and 
back home — our brothers, sisters, parents, 
and friends are fighting for their lives. Many 
are battling severe health conditions without 
access to the care that could save them. Fam-
ilies are stretched beyond their limits. Lives 
are being lost simply because treatment is out 
of reach. 

We cannot look away. We cannot wait for 
someone else to step in. We must act together. 

This is why we are launching a mission 
rooted in compassion, urgency, and hope: the 
creation of a Community Dialysis Center. 

This center will not just be a building. It 
will be a lifeline. A place where suffering is 
eased, where families find relief, and where 
lives are saved. 

It will: Save lives that are hanging in the 
balance Lift the crushing burden from families 
who are struggling alone Provide access to 
treatment that every human being deserves 

But this vision can only become reality if we stand together. 
I am calling on you — with humility, hope, and faith in our shared humanity — to support this mis-

sion. Whether through donations, resources, or simply raising your voice, your contribution will ripple 
outward and touch lives in ways you may never fully see but will always be felt. 

We have the power to build something extraordinary. We have the power to change the future for 
countless families. We have the power to create a legacy of health, hope, and compassion that will live 
long after us. Let us rise to this moment. Let us build something that reflects the very best of who we 
are. 

With deep gratitude and respect, COBAANA Leadership 
With gratitude and royal blessings, 
Nana Kwame Abbiw 
King of COBAANA
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